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California laws relating to the subject of the study, and a proposed 
law for the establishment of two correctional farms in California. 

Outstanding in the comment and argument is the revelation of 
facts about the "floater" custom. Courts and peace officers are parties 
to a system whereby 2,200 out of 2,300 vagrants were found to have 
been passed on, or "floated" to other jurisdictions. In four San Joa- 
quin Valley counties only 5% of men charged with vagrancy were 
convicted. This interesting line of observation is supplemented by 
facts regarding residence of prisoners. For example, 97% of the 
men imprisoned in county jails were found to belong "for the most 
part" to the state, but not to be residents of any particular county 
(p. 11). All of this is used to buttress the argument for state con- 
trol of the treatment of misdemeanants. 

Other prominent features are the comment on variation of 
administrative practices among the counties (p. 12), ages of county 
jail prisoners, 44% of the total number received during the year being 
under thirty years of age (p. 19), and facts regarding the salaries of 
sheriffs and practices in the employment of deputies that are in some 
instances little short of scandalous (p. 23). 

The statistical tables, taken for what they are worth at the pres- 
ent status in the development of statistics of local penal institutions 
are perhaps the most important feature of the production. It is inter- 
esting to note that the counties have been grouped according to four 
sizes, and also by six regions. One would expect some comment in 
the text on the significant results of study according to these groupings. 
In only three instances are percentage tables given, these relating to 
conditions of residence of the prisoners. This points the fact that 
there is by far too little analytical treatment and comparison in the 
report. For example, what is the significance of a total of 31,572 
prisoners received during the year 1914 according to this study as 
compared with the similar number 16,761 received during 1910 accord- 
ing to the United States census ? 

This is one of the most thorough studies of jails that has been 
reported. The booklet represents a cross between a popular docu- 
ment and a scientific treatise and for that reason falls short of success 
in both directions. For example, it is strange to see large type poster 
pages in the beginning and paragraph headings later entitled "Modes" 
and "Medians." It would perhaps have been more forceful to have 
begun the book in the logical order of telling the story of the investi- 
gation and proceeding step by step to conclusions, leaving populariza- 
tion of the results to separate publications and exhibits. 

Chicago. William T. Cross. 

The Significance of Psycho-Analysis for the Mental Sciences. 
By Dr. Otto Rank and Dr. Hans Sachs; translated from the Ger- 
man by Dr. Charles R. Payne. Nervous and Mental Disease Pub- 
lishing Company, 1916, Pages 127. Price $1.50. 
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The table of contents of this volume suggests the plan of the 
work. 

1. The Unconscious and its Forms of Expression 1 

2. The Investigation of Myths and Legends 27 

3. Theory of Religion 67 

4. Ethnology and Linguistics 79 

5. Esthetics and Psychology of Art 93 

6. Philosophy, Ethics and Law 108 

7. Pedagogy and Characterology 120 

The motive of the authors is to make an application of the 
Freudian theory of Psychology in the various fields suggested by the 
chapter titles above. In the second chapter on Myths and Legends, 
for example, we have a development of the thesis that myths and 
legends are the symbolical expressions of repressed sex complexes in 
primitive people The Grimm's legend of the Two Brothers is related 
in some detail The Egyptian legend of the brothers Anup and Bata 
and the Grecian myths, Eros and Psyche as well, are shown to be 
parallel to the legend of the Two Brothers. The authors believe that 
all three of these are symbolic expressions of the same underlying 
unconscious sex motive. The fear of the dragon depicted in the legend 
is taken as a symbol of the indefinite fear of the future on the part 
of the princess who has approached the marriageable age. Numerous 
other features of the legend are assumed to be sex motived also 

In the chapter on Ethnology and Linguistics, we are told that the 
primitive roots of our language are symbolical expressions of sex 
motives and at the same time that all of our fine art finds its spring 
in the same source. 

All this it is well known is characteristic of the Freudian litera- 
ture. Many of us think that Freud and his pupils overdo this explana- 
tory principle. We do not forget that there are strong motives and 
impulses in the human being, besides the sexual; the fear and the 
hunger impulses at any rate, are to our minds equally fundamental. 
The recurring question to us is therefore, why are not these impulses, 
these dispositions, just as effective as motives in the symbolism of 
dreams, myths, legends, words, religion, art, etc. 

Northwestern University. Robert H. Gault. 



The Evolution of Governments and Laws ; Exhibiting the Gov- 
ernmental Structures of Ancient and Modern States ; Their 
Growth and Decay and the Leading Principles of Their 
Laws, By Stephen Haley Allen, Princeton University Press, 1916. 
Pages 1221., 

The author in this volume has attempted a study of the govern- 
ments and laws of various peoples and to derive from them broad 
general principles such as may be helpful in framing constitutions 
and formulating laws. 

Most of the confusion in thought of those who write on the sub- 
ject of political science arises from failure to observe the difference 



